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Hope changes everything for young couple 

Tidonna and Angelo came to the Mission office this fall asking for money for 
showers at the YMCA, and Tidonna needed a white shirt and dark pants for her new bar-
tending job. They left with $4 cash, a hygiene pack and a clothes voucher for the Thrift 
Store downstairs.  

A couple days later, the young couple’s SUV had broken down, needing a fuel 
pump and filter. Without that, their vehicle would not start to keep them warm on the frosty 
nights sleeping in their GMC Jimmy. They returned to the Mission for warm clothes and 
blankets.  

Rick Andrews, a certified master mechanic at Montana’s Affordable 4x4s & Auto 
Sales in Butte, volunteered to install a used fuel pump. Vroom! It started right up, but their 
relief and joy soon ended when a plastic piece of the pump’s assembly broke. Now they 
were homeless with a broken down rig and no means to stay warm at night. 

Weighed down with worry, the couple returned to the Mission office and updated 
Rocky on their situation. Rocky asked if they would like her to pray for them. They agreed. 
She reminded them of God’s promise of a life of abundance, not just survival. She also 
asked them to invite Jesus into their hearts and asked Him to accompany the young couple 
on their journey through life. Tidonna said she recognized “God’s glory” at work in helping 
them.  

While Rick the mechanic said he would put in the fuel pump for free, he  
recommended they buy a new one. They didn’t have the $200 to buy it. So with a  
15 percent discount from O’Reilly’s Auto Parts, the Mission bought the parts for their  
vehicle, and Rick installed it.  

“Even though we are rebuilding our Center of Hope shelter,” Rocky said, “our 
mission continues in that we help people with everything that we have available to us.” 

Tidonna and Angelo, a landscaper and car detailer, came to Butte from Helena, 
distancing themselves from the drug culture they found themselves in the past couple of 
years. With some financial help from their mothers, more work hours for Tidonna and a 
future job for Angelo, the couple see a brighter horizon living in their own place on the 
Richest Hill on Earth.  

“I was pretty despondent when we first came in (the Mission office),” Tidonna 
said when she and Angelo returned to the office to thank Rocky. “But you gave us hope.”  

 

 

 

 
 

Tidonna & Angelo 

Rick (The Mechanic) 

By Janice Downey 
Development Coordinator 

When you shop at smile.amazon.com 
Amazon will donate .5% to the Butte Rescue Mission. 

Just go to our link @ smile.amazon.com/ch/81-0410116 
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Listen More Than You Talk 
Listening is a rapidly disappearing skill. Its value is increasing by the day. Giving your ears to listen to someone is a very affirming act. 

Listen more than you talk. Your mere availability will make more of an impact than anything that is said verbally. 

Give People Opportunities to Right Their Wrongs 
Don’t cut out anyone from your field of attention the first time he or she falters behaviorally. Give him or her an opportunity (or op-

portunities) to set things right. For repeat offenders, exercise your best judgement. 

Stand Up for Others 
When someone is being treated unfairly, stand up for him or her. Injustice should always be challenged, whether it is perpetrated against 

an individual or a group of people. 

Be Humble 
Do not help someone in order to boast about it later. Help someone because he or she needs your support. Advertising one’s own ac-

tions goes against the very purpose of reaching out. 

From Time to Time Make Sacrifices for Others 
People are taken by surprise when sacrifices, no matter how small, are made for them. It restores  their faith in humanity’s capacity to do 

good. People who benefit from the sacrifices of others often pay it forwards. This creates a chain of goodwill among individuals.  

. 
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Holiday Greeting! 

Wow, it is so hard to believe another year is coming to 

an end! I pray you have been blessed with good health 

and lots of love in 2018! 

At the Mission, it has been a whirlwind year working hard to get the 

Butte Rescue Mission’s Center Hope built! Just like the year coming 

to an end, the first phrase of our campus is finally shaping up and 

becoming a reality. I cannot promise we will be open by year’s end 

but if not, I can promise it will not be long after that! If you haven’t been by the property at 610 E 

Platinum Street you would see a bustle of activity happening! Eight of the sixteen modular 

pods are parked on adjacent property and more show up every week! The pads they will sit 

on will be completed by the time you receive this Newsletter. After the units are set, then 

work will begin on the utilities. A sewer extension of nearly 500 feet down Platinum Street 

along with water, power and gas lines will be installed. Storm water drainage retention and a 

substantial retaining wall will be built. Then parking lots, sidewalks and curbs, lighting, fenc-

ing, porches and walkways built. There will be lots of work “setting up” to turn the units into 

an inviting, warm and welcome shelter. Cleaning, organizing, decorating and bed making!   

Landscaping and the children’s play area will come in the spring along with the renovation of 

The Taproot our existing warehouse. 

All of this is so exciting however; it has not come without a lot of hard work and hurdles 

we have had to overcome. There have been attacks on all fronts, but that does not surprise me 

when I look at the big picture! I know as sure as I sit here and type this letter, that the vision God 

has given me for the Center of Hope being a place of restoration, that many, 

many, lives are going to be changed, transformed and restored as God’s love is 

shared with the folks that come to the Mission.  

I want you to know that none of this would be possible without all of 

your support and your willingness to “Invest in Lives to Make a Difference.” I pray 

you have a wonderful Holiday Season filled with Joy and 

Love of the Father!  

Rocky Lyons 

Have a vehicle that’s in  

running condition just sitting 

around taking up space?  

Donate it to the  

Butte Rescue Mission.  

Your donation is  

tax deductible  

Directors Take 

“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 

the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 

forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” 

       Ephesians 6:12 

Meet the Staff 
I would like to be a witness. 
 I came here to Butte several years ago looking for a 
change in my life. Boy did I find change it wasn't the right kind 
of change. I had found the glorious one, the Lord and He found 
me years ago. That was before I arrived here. I wanted so much 
to become a part of the body of Christ and to develop fellowship 
with other believers. I started on the right foot, but the evil one 
once again found me. 
 Our Father, was always there I just wasn't listening! 
Things changed for some reason, in His great plans. His Living 
Waters poured back into me by the glorious Spirt we all call the 
Holy Spirit, and oh what a change in my life! Now I have found 
Him using me to work for Him and for my new community.  
Doing what I know to be what is now my path to a glorious future  
forever more with Him.   
 I Love working at the Butte Rescue Mission Thrift Store, 
serving Him and spreading His Living Word. Thank you Father! 
Amen 

 

Jeff Helmig 
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Current needs for the Center of Hope campus: 

Coffee   Twin Size Sheet Sets  Full Size Sheet Sets 

Sugar   Towels    Laundry Soap   

Dryer Sheets  Hand Towels   Wash Cloths 

Please bring donations to the Butte Rescue Mission Located at 123 E. 

Park St. (when dropping off donations please state that they are for 

Center of Hope campus) 
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DIY No Sew Fleece Blankets 
With the opening of our new Center of Hope facility fast approaching, we want to make sure that every individual that comes to 

us needing a warm bed to sleep in also has a warm blanket to cover up with. So if your looking for an inexpensive way to get in-

volved in the Center  of Hope project this is it. Each person that comes in need of a place to sleep will be greeted with a bed cov-

ered with your warm blanket of love. 

Supplies Needed: 

 2 pieces of fleece, 3 yards long, 40 inches wide 

 4-by-4-inch piece of paper 

 Scissors 

 Yardstick or ruler 

Line up the two fleece pieces so that they are on top of one another. Place them on a flat  

surface. Put the 4-inch piece of paper on one corner of the blanket. This will be used as a guide. Using the scissors, cut out the corner of 

both pieces of fleece. Repeat this with the other three corners. Place the yardstick 4 inches from the top of one side of the blanket. 

Begin cutting your fringe: 4 inches long and spaced an inch apart. Keep in mind that you will be cutting through both pieces of fleece at 

the same time to ensure the fringe is the same size. Repeat step three with other sides of blanket. Tie each matching fringe piece 

together in a knot. This will tie the first fleece piece to the second, forming the blanket. Do this to every piece of fringe so the entire 

blanket is tied together. 

If you have a blanket you have 

made and would like to donate , you 

can drop it off at our office located 

above our Thrift Store at 123 E. 

Park St., Butte, MT 59701 

Have a Positive View of Humanity 
Despite all the chaos and general insanity and instability in the world , our planet remains a beautiful place in which to be. The earth is 

blessed and given life by its inhabitants. People are beautiful. Humanity is a treasure trove of wonderful experiences. The human instinct 
to survive and prosper is something to be appreciated. 

Love Multiplies When Shared 
Love only serves its purpose when it is expended. Love cannot be locked up and preserved for posterity. Liberate thyself! Use your love 

muscle! Reach out to others. Make someone’s day better. 

Observe the People Around You 
Be aware of your surroundings. Do not fall into rhythm of living life on autopilot. Look at the people you see on your daily commute. 

Do not let your visual field be centered on your mobile device all the time. 

Being Compassionate is a Choice to be Made 
Loving and being available are conscious actions. They don’t usually happen in everyday routine. Make the  
decision to be compassionate and make a difference, even if a small one, to the life experience of another. 

Compassion is Free of Conditions 
The one who reaches out to another must be effusive. The kind of love displayed by a truly well-meaning person is unconditional.  

Empathize (Walk a Mile in the Shoes of the Other) 
Try to imagine what another person is going through. Try to, in your mind’s eye, visualize his or her experience. Try to feel his or her 

pain. 

Help the Most Neglected Among People 
In every society, there are always some people who slip through the cracks. The system is unable to reach them, and people in general 
don’t seem to be too keen to empathize with them. Identify neglected people and give them priority. They are the most in need of 

attention. 

Don’t Judge People 
Accept reality. Don’t expect people to fit a certain standard of perfection. Know that perfection is itself a flawed concept. Avoid passing 
judgement on people. Doing so is a sign of a mind intending to isolate them from the general affection of others. Remember that no 

one likes to be judged (even you). 

Know that Vulnerability Can Be a Good Thing 
Sometimes, the experience of reaching out to a hurting person places us in the line of their fire. This is a risk that an empathetic person 
can never quite be fully immune to. Be aware of this hazard. Exercise your best judgement when you feel you might be exposing your-

self to nastiness when trying to help someone. Try to asses if you will be able to handle the challenge. 

Wish the Best for Others 
The success of anyone at a good pursuit is a success for humanity. Mentally and emotionally accept the successes of others. Appreciate 

their hard work and smartness when needed. 

Pray for Another 
Spend time in praying for the fulfillment of the needs of others. Pray for yourself as well. 

Be Approachable 
An approachable person has a positive attitude. He or she is not snobbish or patronizing. He or she is willing to make time for little 

conversations. Being approachable is a first step in helping one form meaningful and lasting relationships. 

Be Gentle in Conversation 
Be aware of the kind of language you generally use. Avoid cuss words and an aggressive tone. It is generally no fun listening to some-

one talk harshly. 

What It Means To Be Compassionate 
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Greetings from the team at the Butte Rescue Mission Thrift Store…. 

What a wonderful Fall season we are having!  

We are truly Blessed to live in such a beautiful place.  

 There is always something great happening at the store, so 
come on in and see what’s new. 

 Our team is working diligently to provide quality items at  
reasonable prices, and we look forward to meeting (and exceeding) 
the expectations of all who come through our doors. 

We hope to see you soon! “Holiday treasures” are flooding our sales 
floor, along with all kinds of “winter wear” and “cold weather gear”. 
The “Sporting Goods” corner is looking up, as well as our wide  
selection of “Home Repair” items, Appliances, and “Electronics”. Children (and adults) will love the “Kids” section. Also, our team in 
“Clothing” have been doing amazing things with the lower sales floor, and the main sales area offers everything from quality furniture 
to fine china; and much more! 

 We would like to thank Walmart, Ace Hardware, and Bob Ward’s of Butte for all of their donated items. We greatly  
appreciate all of the support from our local businesses. 

 

Happy Holidays, and may each day be the Best Day! 

Sincerely, The Team  

 

Sales: Monday-”Kids/Sporting Goods” 25% off 

           Tuesday-“Electronics/Home Repair” 25% off 

           Wednesday-”Housewares/Arts and Crafts” 25% off 

           Thursday-“Media/Lighting/Wall Decor” 25% off 

           Friday-”Furniture and Appliances” 25 

           Saturday-”Bag Day” 
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Butte Rescue Mission Thrift Store 
Support the hurting and homeless in our community by  

shopping at the Butte Rescue Mission Thrift Store! 

123 E. Park Street, Butte Mt 

Open Monday—Saturday 10:00—5:30 

 For donation pickups please call 782-0233 
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____$25 

____$50 

____$75 

____$100 

____ To care for as many as possible 

YES! I want to provide hope, and 

Invest in the Lives of Others! 

I would like this donation to go towards: 

General 

Fund 

“Center of Hope” 

Campaign 

Card # ____________________________Exp.________ 

Signature_______________________________CW2_______ 

Butte Rescue Mission Thrift Store 

For pickups & deliveries 
call (406) 782-0233 

 

 Helping Those in Need  
 I am heartened by the variety of ways people in need are helped by the many groups doing 
this work in the Butte community. There are two broad types of services provided; both services are 
necessary. The first is a relief service, and the second is a  
development service.  
 Relief services focus on taking care of at-risk people facing an eminent threat to their  
well-being. This is the service that the Butte Rescue Mission’s Emergency Low Barrier Shelter will  
provide, in addition to the other agencies that provide a warm safe place and/or a meal. This type of 
service is also often provided to victims of natural disasters such as a hurricane or earthquake.  
However, with a natural disaster, once the threat has passed, the cause of victim’s grief is no longer a 
danger. For the homeless and at-risk  
person, by contrast, the cause of their plight endures beyond their initial contact with the relief service.  
 Development services, on the other hand, focus on the underlying causes that resulted in need for relief services. The Butte 
Rescue Mission’s Center of Hope will provide these kind of service programs.  
 As a Christian organization, these programs will include Christ-based guidance to spiritual growth along with life skills  
necessary for day-to-day living. Our objective will always be to help people on their journey from a place of suffering to a place of  
flourishing, from merely surviving to thriving.  
 These two services are illustrated by the old saying: Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day; teach a man to fish and you 
feed him for a lifetime. Of course, when a person is starving, you must give the fish first. Ongoing success for a person comes with an 
individual’s independence, to stand tall with self-reliance and self-respect.  
 Our programs will not provide all the help a person needs on their journey, and the Butte Rescue Mission looks forward to 
collaborating with other community agencies like Veterans Affairs as well as other assistance with housing, health care and mental 
health care, to name a few.  
 The Butte Rescue Mission embodies this spirit in helping the hurting, hungry and homeless of Southwest Montana, and we 

celebrate and praise God’s abundance so we can continue “Investing in Lives to Make a Difference.”  

--Paul Buckley  

Paul Buckley 

Mail your donations to P.O. Box 3046, Butte, MT 59702 

 


