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Wahoo!!  It has been a long and wild ride but we are almost there!  

Thank you to everyone who came out for the dedication and ribbon cutting 

ceremony for the Center of Hope! It was a beautiful day of celebration!  

The Oak House, our men’s restorative unit, has been 98% or at full capacity 

since day two. The Olive House, our women, children and family unit, is  

   running just under full capacity.  We are working hard to get the Sycamore 

House, our emergency low-barrier unit, up and running by October 7th. The unit is in place and 

renovations have begun. 

 With the opening of the Center of Hope and all the hustle and bustle that has gone with 
that, we are finally settling in. The staff is doing a fantastic job and everything is running pretty 
smooth. However, I think sometime when we cross a huge hurdle like we have, that we would 
like to take a deep breath and think it is all behind us now. With the Center of Hope that is not 
the case. We are still forging ahead with the emergency low-barrier shelter and continued efforts 
to get the entire shelter and food project paid for in full.  We are in need of your help! We need 
to raise about $450,000.00 to have this project fully funded. The Gianforte Family Foundation has 
granted us $100,000.00, but this is a matching fund, so we need the community once again to 
step forward and meet that match! I really believe that Butte and the surrounding communities 
that we serve, 7 counties, over 16,000 square miles will come together and get the Center of 
Hope fully funded! The population of those seven counties is approximately 83,000. Now if we 
break that down and divide $350,000.00 into 83,000 people that is only $4.21 a person! Are you 
willing to make a one-time sacrifice of your daily latte or Big Mac to help pay for the Center of 
Hope? If you are, simply use the “Ticket of Hope” in this newsletter to send in your donation. 
Please mark your check in the memo Center of Hope and send it to 610 E. Platinum St. Butte, Mt 
59701. Let’s see if we can get this place paid for before the next newsletter comes out! I pray, 
God, that you will bless the giver and multiply the giving!  

I hope you enjoyed the summer sun and made many memories with your families and friends! 

May fall find you warm and cozy! 

Only by His grace,  

 

 

Rocky  

Rocky Lyons 

610 E. Platinum St. 
Butte, MT 59701 

Meet Gary...Continued from page 7 

“Butte is my final destination,” Gary said, adding that his grandfather was one of the first miners to go down to 
the mile elevation level in the Sunshine Mine in Idaho’s panhandle. Having geology in his DNA, he loves rocks and  
precious metals and appreciates Butte’s rock and mineral street names like Granite, Galena and Platinum. The old  
architecture in Uptown Butte is, well, gravy on the mashed potatoes.  

“I’m 63-years-old, and this is where I’m settling down for the rest of my life—’cause I like it here.” “God has  
given me so much of my life, and I’ve lost so much of my life,” Gary says. “But it hasn’t soured me to where I don’t 
want to help anymore.” In the last years of his life, Gary wants to volunteer, to give back.  

“I want to give to this world, and that’s one way of giving—do volunteer work,” he continues. He has a small 
pension but notes, “Money has never been a big thing in my life. My goal is to make homelessness a state of mind 
rather than a way of living.”  

Written by Janice Downey 
Development Coordinator When you shop at smile.amazon.com 

Amazon will donate .5% to the Butte Rescue Mission. 
Just go to our link @ smile.amazon.com/ch/81-0410116 
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Meet Gary 

Meet The Staff 

“I have always felt a calling in my heart to help the broken, hurting and 
homeless. Working at the Butte Rescue Mission Center of Hope as the  

Shelter Manager my calling has been fulfilled. God has blessed me with work 
that gives me a purpose for creating a better tomorrow for our community. 
The blessings just seem to continue with the staff and Rocky Lyons. When I 
first met Rocky, I was hurting and broken. Rocky said “You really have a call-
ing here and I believe you have something to give here.” She planted a seed 
that has changed my life starting with that moment. Sometime simple words 
can change someone’s life. That is why I enjoy working at the Butte Rescue  

Mission Center of Hope.” Marissa Hansen began working as the Shelter 
Manager for our new Center of Hope facility on April 15, 2019. 

CENTER OF HOPE 

FROM BEGINNING ………………………………. 

TO MIDDLE…………………... 

TO COMPLETE……………………. 

Gary  

 “Busy, busy, busy” is how Gary describes his life at the Mission as a volunteer cook in 
the kitchen. “Good food tonight,” he said on an ordinary Friday afternoon: Roasted three 
whole turkeys, made stuffing from scratch, mashed potatoes and gravy, and dinner rolls. …  
It’s easy when you like what you’re doing.” 

 Gary, 63, has been staying at the Mission since mid-June, and he has had a wealth of 
experience in all walks of life, including cooking, construction and cabinet building. Raised in 
Victor, Mont., he has owned businesses in various towns throughout the state. When he was 
married, they had a wedding business in northern Idaho. He built the wedding chapel and 
pews, with a view of the forest and outside reception area and water feature. Married in 
2000, the divorce came 15 years later, rounded out with his heart attack three days after he 
signed the divorce papers. Except for his truck and work tools, he lost everything he had to 
pay medical bills.  

“You know, homelessness is really just a state of mind; that’s all it really is,” he says. “If you’re living in a shelter, you’re not 
homeless anymore. It’s the whole attitude and stigmatism of homelessness that people don’t understand.” 

Gary, who’s been homeless off and on for the past three-plus years, has learned a lot about people during his homeless-
ness. “Some of the kindest people are homeless,” he says. “Some of the most giving people are homeless. Granted there are a 
lot of people with dependencies—drug and alcohol—and a lot have mental illness. That doesn’t take away from the fact they’re 
still people. You want to address those needs. They still have needs.”  

Gary wants to address those needs, especially the needs of the thousands of homeless veterans. Using his sharply honed 
kitchen skills, Gary would like to start up a fully licensed food truck and feature good home cooking, all made from scratch and 
using no packaged goods. “That’s the cheapest and healthiest (food),” he notes.  An avid gardener, he plans to set up his food 
truck in the Mining City.  

Continued on page 8 
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It’s easy to walk past the homeless, to disregard the guy lying on the street or ignore the woman standing at an intersection holding a 
handwritten sign with a plea for help. It’s harder to look away when you’ve seen their eyes. Look past lines drawn by hard living or the still 
soft skin of someone young but struggling to break the cycle of dependency or abuse. Some of their eyes tell stories that are haunting, 
some placid. Others troubled or masking troubles. Some are warm and tender; others tough and anxious. 
 
Why did they end up here? Why can’t they do something for themselves? Why can’t they get a job? Why are they seeming to have such 
poor attitudes? 
 
The questions don’t always have easy answers. Solutions are not always available. The extent of someone’s past and present troubles can 
be impossible to know. 
 
There is an idea, that through hard work and dedication everyone can have health, wealth and happiness. The American Dream. And if you 
have not achieved the American Dream, it is through some fault in your own character and it is your job to fix yourself and pull yourself up. 
But this idea does not take into account that we all don’t start out with the same opportunities and that more obstacles block the path for 
some folks more than for others. 
 
There are people suffering from health issues and/or mental issues. There are also those who belong to groups that are systematically 
discriminated against. There are those for whom the education system has failed them. There are those who grew up in abusive homes or 
foster homes. There are those for whom pure chance and lack of luck have put them in positions where they are now poor regardless of 
their past hard work or grades. 
 
Some people just happen to live in countries with few natural resources or are stuck in the middle of wars and corruption and, through 
events outside of their control, there are no jobs and they live with nothing and no opportunities. 
 
There are many reasons why people are poor and less fortunate, more than I could list. But most of the reasons are things that hard work 
can’t get people out of. These types of obstacles require a group effort. Each of us needs to stop and look inside ourselves and find some 
empathy for our fellow human beings. Remember, we all belong to one big global family. Think about that and see if you don’t find some 
love for your fellow man. When you find that love, use it to make someone’s life better. 
 

We are all human, we bleed the same blood, we cry the same tears, and we feel the same emotions. In this great big universe, all we have 
is each other and we ought to start appreciating each other and lifting ourselves up, together. There is nothing we all couldn’t do if only 
we could love one another.  
 
I could argue that helping the less fortunate is the morally right thing to do, but that would get us into some tricky philosophical stuff.  
Instead I will only say that by each of us helping those in need in whatever capacity we can, by doing this we increase the happiness of the 
whole world. And who wouldn’t want to live in a happier, more compassionate world? Of course we all would, but it all has to start with 
each of us doing our part. 
 
The best thing we can do as children of God is to combine empathy, sympathy and compassion altogether to help restore hope in so many 
who have lost it. Every day there are chances to do just this. Hope is contagious. Modeling hope and treating others with the kind of love, 
compassion and kindness you would want for yourself is one way to do this. Others include caring enough to support those who are in 
need of help, and becoming a hopeful individual who believes the future can be better than today, and you can make it happen, despite 
the obstacles in your way. 
 

 
                    Written By: Karen Turnbull 
                  Office Manager 
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Hope is Contagious Did you Know? 

Funding 

We are still in need of funding for the Center of Hope project. With the addition of the Emergency Low-Barrier 

Shelter, we have a short fall of about $450,000.00. The desire of the Butte Rescue Mission is to have this entire 

project funded by the time we open the doors for feeding and shelter. Please pray in agreement with us that God 

will find a way to fully fund this project! If you would like to donate to the project, you can use the coupon below 

to easily send in your donation. Thank you for your generosity and “Investing in Lives to Make a Difference.” 

Your faith should not be in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 
1 Corinthians 2:3 

 YES! I want to provide hope, and 

Invest in the Lives of Others! 

“Center of Hope” 

Campaign 

General 

Fund 

Card # ____________________________Exp.________ 

Signature_______________________________CW2_______ 

Mail your donations to 610 E. Platinum, Butte, MT 59701 

____$25 

____$50 

____$75 

____$100 

____ To care for as many as possible 

I would like this donation to go towards: 

 The Butte Rescue Mission Center of Hope sleeps  56 men, women and children 

 We accept any food donations as well as cleaning supplies, hygene items, and basic supplies.  

 Our Thrift Store accepts clothing donations daily. Please drop your donations off at 123 E. Park St. 

 We assist in finding housing, employment, as well as addiction support services. 

 We help individuals obtain there proper forms of identification drivers license, I.D. & birth certificates, etc.  

 We provide showers, laundry facilities and meals free to the public on an as-needed basis. 

 We provide Bible studies 

 There is always staff here 24 hours a day, 7 days a week for anyone who just needs an ear to listen. 
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Thrift Store 

 

 

Current Needs For The Center of Hope Campus 

Turkeys, Chicken, Wild Game or Beef, Pork & Breakfast Meats 

Powder Laundry Soap, Toilet Paper, Cleaning Products 

Large Size Drink Mix (Tang, Lemonade, etc.) 

 Tea Bags  Ketchup  Mayonnaise 

Combs Razors and Shaving Cream    

From the Board 

Butte Rescue Mission Thrift Store 
Support the hurting and homeless in our community by  

shopping at the Butte Rescue Mission Thrift Store! 

123 E. Park Street, Butte MT 

Open Monday—Saturday 10:00—5:30 

 For donation pickups, please call 782-0233 

 

For pickups & deliveries 
call (406) 782-0233 

Happy Fall to all from the Butte Rescue Mission Thrift Store…. 
 
    As each day begins, it is our goal to meet, and exceed, the 
needs of our community. Donations have been wonderful, and 
our team has been Blessed to offer quality items at a reasonable 
price. Every sale made helps those in need, and we are truly 
grateful to be a part of the Mission family.  
    As the summer season is ending we will be changing a few 
things in the store to better serve our customers; including  
opening our dressing room and changing up the upper sales 
floor. The team has some amazing ideas, and we are excited to 
make it happen!  
It has been great first half to an awesome year, and it is our aim to make the second half even 
better. 
    With the Mission open now, we are still offering bread and some sweets to the public free of 
charge, and there are three meals available daily at the Mission at 610 East Platinum. We 
thank everyone for the donations of food for those in need. It has been a real Blessing.  
    We are in need of a few things this summer at the store, such as extra grocery bags, Ziploc 
baggies and paper towels. Please and Thanks…. 
    
    Daily sales:  Monday-25% off all Furniture/Appliances 
                        Tuesday-25% off all Office Supplies/Arts and Crafts 
                        Wednesday-25% off all Books and Media/Glassware and Knick knacks  
                        Thursday-25% off all Children’s Items/Sporting Goods 
                        Friday-25% off Bed and Bath/ Home and Auto Repair 
                        Saturday is Bag Day- One Bag for $3, Two bags for $5 
                       (Every day our Seniors/Veterans receive a 10% discount.) 
 
Hope to see you soon….. 
                                        Sincerely, The Team    
     
     
 

 We have just celebrated Labor Day.  A time to share with our  
families and friends the blessing of living in a country of many freedoms.  
Now for a moment imagine how different this holiday would be if you were 
homeless and had no friends or family close to you. How important is family 
in our lives?  I am currently reading the book of Genesis and struggled 
through the chapter that details the generations that followed Noah.   Why 
include a list of endless generations that, for me, are mostly unpronounceable 
names?  Then today it came to me.  This is a list of families and is included in 
the Bible because families are so Important.  Not all the families in Noah’s  
lineage were perfect, there were many twists and turns, sometimes with  
devastating results.  Sounds a bit like our modern-day families.  Still families 
were and are important in our lives. 
 The staff and programs at the Center of Hope campus have the  
objective to transform and build strong families.  We acknowledge this as 
Christ’s inspiration for us to help bring an end to homelessness.  Consider what 
happens when a man and a woman in a dysfunctional relationship have three children.  Studies show that it 
is likely that these children will most likely continue in their own dysfunctional relationships.  After all, what 
else do they know?  You do the mathematics; this is how epidemics happen.  In this case the epidemic leads 
to the homeless crisis we see in many cities today. 
 The new Oak and Olive houses provide a starting point by allowing us to provide shelter and meals 
again.  However, this is only the beginning.  The next step is to open the emergency low-barrier  
Sycamore House to provide shelter without the requirements of drug, alcohol or background checks.  We 
still need your support to complete this part of the Campus of Hope. 
 Then we will build the Taproot facility.  This is where we will complete the transformation of clients 
by providing skill training, a chapel and offices for medical and other health services.  It is with this step that 
the vicious cycle of homelessness will be broken. 
 Our calling as donors, staff, volunteers and board members continues.  I thank everyone for your 
support which has achieved so much and look forward to your continuing support as we move ahead  
toward completing the Campus of Hope. 
 

Paul Buckley 

Have a vehicle that’s in  

running condition just sitting 

around taking up space?  

Donate it to the  

Butte Rescue Mission.  

Your donation is  

tax deductible  

Paul 


